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How Transatlantic Relations Began to Fracture: 
Russia’s Imperial Aggression, Trump’s Response, and the Future of 
Europe 

Key findings: 

• Trump's volatility and lack of trustworthiness negatively impact relationships and 
alliances. 

• Europe must still try to cooperate with him until its strategic independence is achieved; 
• Putin, drawing upon his KGB training, is able to influence Trump's views;1 

• The same is true for Netanyahu: "whenever Trump and Bibi meet, Trump enters the 
room with his own views, and then comes out with Bibi's policy;"2 

• Just as he failed to exert the US's vast influence to pressure Israel not to commit genocide 
(B-52 aid against Iran), Trump also stopped short of using the full available sanctions 
repertoire3 against Russia by allowing his own deadline to expire;4 

• Trump wants to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize5 in order to achieve a positive historic 
legacy, attention and be admired;6 

• The longer the conflict in Ukraine continues, the more likely it is that Trump will lose 
patience and, out of frustration, either reduce support for European security or shift his 
attention elsewhere — or possibly even increase sanctions on Russia;7 

• By negotiating with Russia, without first insisting on an immediate cease-fire, Trump 
gave the upper hand to Russia, and enabled it to continue dragging out the negotiations, 
while it improves its battlefield position daily by taking more land;8 

• Putin's refusal to accept an immediate cease-fire can be interpreted as a lack of honest 
intent to negotiate as well as an unwillingness to make compromises in order to stop the 
war at this stage; 

1 Min 6:42, interview with ex UN-ambassador and former security adviser to Trump, John Bolton 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIDU4N4akwM 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVISxYAaQ0s min2:00 Ivo Daalder, former US-ambassador to NATO 
2 Amos Harel from min06:54 of the Haaretz Podcast Episode "A very dangerous gamble' Netanyahu's open clash 
with IDF leaders over invading" 
3 Cfr. https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/07/14/trump-ukraine-weapons-sanctions/ = 
https://archive.is/UdHPq 
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/beltway-confidential/3780298/trump-utterly-incoherent-ukraine-
strategy-john-bolton/ = https://archive.is/ZUg3S 
4 Cfr. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-tariffs-russia-ukraine-deal-to-end-war/ 
5 Cfr. https://archive.is/erdYd = https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/08/25/trump-nobel-peace-prize/ 
6 Cfr. interview with ex UN-ambassador and former security adviser to Trump, John Bolton https://youtu.be/wYV4-
eQLeQg?feature=shared&t=846 from min 14:06 
7 Cfr. https://archive.is/hDtsW = https://www.lemonde.fr/en/opinion/article/2025/04/13/negotiations-with-north-
korea-in-2019-showed-that-trump-can-quickly-tire-of-complicated-issues_6740180_23.html 
8 Cfr. https://archive.is/eDKdf = https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/08/trump-buys-more-time-
putin/683917/ 
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• Long-term perspective: Even if security guarantees were to be agreed upon, it is uncertain 
that Trump would actually deploy US troops to Europe if Putin attacked Ukraine or any 
of the NATO alliance's Baltic countries (per Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty); 

• As a first step NATO cohesion might be put to the test if Putin resorted to covert use of 
disguised forces in Eastern Flank countries, 9 as in 2014, when Russia illegally annexed 
Crimea10, since Putin's long-standing goal is to weaken NATO and expand Russia's orbit 
of influence;11 

"Just say thank you" 

What were their thoughts when US President Donald J. Trump and Vice President J.D. Vance 
woke up on February 28th, 2025, in anticipation of publicly meeting with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky at 11:20am? 
Did one of them suddenly come up with a plan on how to coerce Zelensky into submission?12 

Or was it merely their arrogance and emotional incompetence that incidentally got exposed later 
this day? What did they want to demonstrate to the US or global public? 

Meanwhile, for Zelensky, it was expected to be one of the most challenging and important trips 
to the US to date, given Ukraine’s reliance on US arms and intelligence support. 
Against the backdrop of Trump’s stated Russian-interest-aligned falsehoods about Zelensky and 
Ukraine and the ensuing public exchanges of mutual criticism, 13 Zelensky had now flown to the 
US in order to mend relations and secure US support for Ukraine. 

During the first half-hour of their live-streamed Oval-Office meeting it seemed as if Trump and 
Zelensky at least were trying to get along well with each other, in spite of the fact that, as time 
passed, their differences became ever more evident. For example, when Trump falsely claimed, 14 

9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_green_men_(Russo-Ukrainian_War) = disguised forces 
Cfr. https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-has-plans-test-natos-resolve-german-intelligence-chief-warns-2025-06-09/ 
= https://archive.is/KeQIQ - cited passage appears at Min 14:21 of the interview in German: 
https://shows.acast.com/tabletoday/episodes/round-table-mit-bruno-kahl 
https://archive.is/D55jT = https://www.spiegel.de/ausland/carlo-masala-welche-szenarien-drohen-jetzt-in-europa-a-
2b02ef5a-da80-4b5b-a800-8545c652614e 
Masala Carlo, Wenn Russland Gewinnt: Ein Szenario ISBN: 9783406824494, p. 90 
10 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_annexation_of_Crimea 
11 Cfr. the two draft treaties containing the Russian demands issued to the US, published both on 17th December 
2021: Russian Foreign Ministry: https://mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/rso/nato/1790803/?lang=en 
https://mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/rso/nato/1790818/?lang=en 
(cmp for overview: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/December_2021_Russian_ultimatum_to_NATO#Ultimatum) 
https://dgap.org/sites/default/files/article_pdfs/210107_report-2021-1-en.pdf p6 of the pdf. 
https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/weakness-lethal-why-putin-invaded-ukraine-and-how-war-must-end 
12 Cfr. https://archive.is/K2tDu = https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/02/ukraine-us-relations-
trump/681880/ 
13https://archive.is/OJe0S = https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/19/world/europe/ukraine-zelensky-trump-russia-
war.html 
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/114031332924234939 
14 Cfr. https://www.ifw-kiel.de/fileadmin/Dateiverwaltung/Media/Images/News_Press_Releases/2025/mi2025-02-
14_Total-Allocations_EN.svg - taken from: https://www.ifw-kiel.de/publications/news/ukraine-support-after-3-
years-of-war-aid-flows-remain-low-but-steady-shift-towards-weapons-procurement/ 
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that Europe had financially supported Ukraine with arms transfers far less than the US had and 
that, in addition, they would be reimbursed, Zelensky dared to openly contradict him. But 
notwithstanding this potentially explosive confrontation, in the end, they both decided to try to 
conceal their disagreements lightheartedly by starting to laugh awkwardly. 

Such moments expose the hierarchical military-economic power structures that Trump seeks to 
exploit, while Zelensky during this instance has refused to remain silent, when Trump arrogantly 
posited falsehoods. 

Then suddenly the confrontation escalated, as Vance entered the conversation, displaying a 
certain air of arrogance and a severe lack of self-constraint. He even lectured and belittled 
Zelensky, the US's supposed strategic ally. 
After Vance's initial remarks, that peace must be achieved not through strength, but by 
conducting diplomacy with Putin, Zelensky strongly questioned such an approach. 
Zelensky cited Putin’s history of repeatedly breaking his diplomatic promises and signed treaties15 

which goes back even to the time before he illegally annexed Crimea in 2014.16 

Confronted with these irrefutable facts contradicting his and Trump’s previous statements, Vance 
abruptly shifted his tone and castigated Zelensky as being ungrateful for previous US support: 

"Have you said 'thank you' once?" 

After Trump jumped onto it and repeats Vance's points, the discussion could well have ended. 
But Vance chose to add fuel to the fire, by repeating his accusation of ingratitude once again, 
seemingly either unaware or even reckless of what lasting consequences of doing so would be to 
US-Ukraine relations. 
After Trump tried to lecture Zelensky about what he must do and sign, Vance reprimanded 
Zelensky: 

"Just say thank you!", 

and then impertinently shifted the blame on Zelensky for the stunningly undiplomatic escalation 
of their discourse: 

"let's go litigate those disagreements rather than trying to fight it out in the American 
media when you're wrong! We know that you're wrong!" 

Note Vance’s repeated allegation of "wrongness", which bluntly illustrates the humiliating nature 
of the meeting, which was marked by a barrage of interruptions, and hostile remarks towards 
Zelensky. 
As Vance and Trump tried to publicly force Zelensky into submissively accepting any of their 
demands, since the survival of Ukraine's crucially depends on the US providing it with 
armaments. 

15 Including agreements made between Putin, French President Macron, and German Chancellor Merkel: 
Cfr. Transcript of Putin-Macron telephone call immediately before the February 2022 Russian invasion into 
Ukraine: 
https://www.letemps.ch/monde/europe/emmanuel-macron-vladimir-poutine-quatre-jours-guerre-ne-sais-juriste-
appris-droit = https://archive.is/iWvFe 
16 Cfr. e 1994 Budapest Memorandum of Security Assurances, where Russia pledged to respect Ukraine’s borders. 

https://www.letemps.ch/monde/europe/emmanuel-macron-vladimir-poutine-quatre-jours-guerre-ne-sais-juriste-appris-droit
https://www.letemps.ch/monde/europe/emmanuel-macron-vladimir-poutine-quatre-jours-guerre-ne-sais-juriste-appris-droit
https://archive.is/iWvFe


A former colleague of Vance at the Marines' public affairs section, commented on the latter's 
performance during the meeting as follows: 

“Now he gets to be a smart ass and seemingly there’s no consequences for it.”17 

Illusions along the Atlantic - Will Europe still be able to count on the US? 

While aspiring to present themselves as peace-makers and conservers of US-American tax dollars, 
it seems as if Trump and Vance don’t care much about the fate of Ukraine and Europe. Vance's 
previous military service in Iraq18 seems to have led him to the over-simplified conviction: that 
any foreign-policy providing military support abroad ought to be rejected19 in favor of an 
isolationism or a US policy alignment with reactionary and authoritarian regimes like Russia, 
Belarus and North Korea. 20 His public statements regarding US foreign interventions disregard 
the complex policy nuances of manifold global crises that, to varying degrees, differ from the 
Iraqi conflict. 
Trump’s behavior, as well, has demonstrated a lack of understanding of the consequences of his 
own actions — and even more so, of the international and territorial ambitions of a hegemony-
seeking Putin, who, to this end, interfered to Trump’s benefit during the 2016 US elections. 21 

As John Brennan, who served as CIA-director during the Obama administration, remarked after 
the public Oval Office quarrel between Vance, Zelensky and Trump," It is furthermore clear that 
either Trump and Vance are ignorant of world history or intentionally ignoring it." On several 
occasions, he claims, "What you heard from Trump and Vance was advancing the Russian 
position."22 

European allies of the US should also be alarmed by the facts, that Trump "doesn't read any 
briefing papers or anything like that.",23 and that Vance has endorsed (and even provided blurbs 
for) books written by far-right conspiracy theorists Jack Posobiec and Kevin Roberts. 24 

Taken altogether, several key figures of the second Trump administration — including president 
Trump himself as well as vice-president Vance — are to some extent "living in a disinformation 
space"25 created by Russia. Trump for his part seems to get his information 

17 https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/08/22/jd-vance-marines-iraq-tour-00504879 = 
https://archive.is/2pG4k 
18 ibid. 
19 ibid. 
20 https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/25/us/politics/trump-diplomacy.html = https://archive.is/SUw2C 
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/24/world/middleeast/us-un-russia-ukraine-war.html = https://archive.is/rnJvY 
21 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_interference_in_the_2016_United_States_elections 
22 min 5:15 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBhR99pdHps - Tump's former security adviser John Bolton also 
confirms this earlier in the video. 
for Vance also compare his recent speech at the Munich Security Conference: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025_JD_Vance_speech_at_the_Munich_Security_Conference 
23 according to his former security adviser John Bolton, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBIRPVUkWBA 
24 https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2024/08/08/jd-vance-support-book-
unhumans/74687296007/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Posobiec 
25 https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg1508r8jro 
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"from all kinds of random people. Often he hears things he doesn't hear from his senior 
advisers, and thinks he has better information sources than they have."26 

Not only at the February 2025 meeting with Zelensky has Trump bristled at giving Ukraine any 
serious security guarantees. Furthermore, he claims that the proposed minerals deal benefitting 
US companies and therefore US-interests, would be enough to deter Russian aggression in the 
future. 

This raises the question of why Trump does not offer making the US the military backstop for 
security guarantees in order to placate Ukrainians and Europeans? If it is true, as he claims, that 
the mere presence of US economic interests in Ukraine — supported by his self-avowed uniquely 
personal relationship with Putin — are enough to deter further Russian aggression, then there 
should be no risk in his providing unshakable security guarantees, as well.27 

One can only hope that the motives for Trump’s absurd reasoning are predominantly influenced 
by his isolationist MAGA base of voters: By withholding US military support, he is scoring 
political points with these supporters, who are largely averse to seeing any further tax dollars 
spent — let alone US “boots” sent — to war overseas. 

Therefore, until its strategic autonomy is achieved, Europe must strive to achieve a delicate 
balance in its relations with the US. Its representatives must bear in mind, that Trump is likely to 
sell out his allies at any point if the thinks that it suits his personal goals. 
This can be inferred from the fact that he has clearly demonstrated a lack of moral values 
regarding democracy and rule of law, as well as from the nature of his character being described 
as "totally transactional".28 

"He thinks everything in life is just another deal to be made, he doesn't have a grand 
strategy, doesn't have a philosophy he doesn't really even do policy, they [Putin, Xi 
Jinping, Kim-Jong-Un] are considering how they're going to take advantage of Trump."29 

His transactional character is revealed not only by the trade tariffs he has imposed on the EU, but 
also in the way he has dealt with Ukraine’s and Europe's future security. It is also evident in his 
extortionary demand that Ukraine cede its mineral resources in exchange for US support. 
Furthermore, he has substantially weakened NATO by stating that the US enjoys having an 
"ocean separating us,"30 while simultaneously bullying NATO members that unless they pay 
more for NATO’s common defense, he would "encourage" Russia "to do whatever the hell they 
want."31 

26 John Bolton from min 4:23 of eDailyBeast: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIDU4N4akwM 
27 Vs. https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/31/world/europe/russia-ukraine-western-targets.html = 
https://archive.is/UPC0G 
28 As former national security-adviser John Bolton assesses, who has worked closely with Trump, before falling in 
disgrace. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOufySmFOuY 
29 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBIRPVUkWBA 
30 which also implies that there is no shared moral ideal like westernness or democracy transatlantically connecting 
Min 0:29 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-tariffs-russia-ukraine-deal-to-end-war/ 
31 https://archive.is/UoCDq = https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/11/us/politics/trump-nato.html 
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The Trump administration’s unreliability as an ally poses a significant problem for Ukraine and 
Europe as a whole. 
As European leaders must figure out how to best cope with this, Trump’s unpredictability 
regarding foreign policy matters stands in contrast to his predictability as far as his overly 
narcissistic and attention-loving bully character is concerned. 

"He doesn't really care about enhancing American 
Security, [he] cares about enhancing Donald Trump."32 

"Obviously all politicians worry about optics. There's no question about that. But Trump 
thinks of himself as a TV performer, and he is a TV performer in a sense. If his whole day 
were on television, he'd probably enjoy that."33 

The self-sabotage of the US 

White House insiders have reported that Trump neither understands international politics nor is 
willing to acquire further knowledge: 

"He has no interest in learning. And 
he doesn't read any briefing papers or 
anything like that."34 

Which is wholly unbefitting of a leader of the world’s strongest nuclear power. 
Rather than fulfilment of the MAGA promise of salvation, we are instead witnessing the US’ 
decline both internally as well as internationally.35 

For when he alienates and undermines his European and other crucial allies'36 interests, in the 
long run, he will lose the US’ closest democratic and economic allies on whom the US is also co-
dependent. When publicly lecturing and humiliating Zelensky or other European leaders the 
Trump administration therefore shooting the US public in the foot and is destroying its future. 
And as time passes the effects of these self-inflicted wounds will be more and more painful. 
Trump, in this regard, has demonstrated his inability to appreciate the consequences of his 
decisions, declaring that he is more interested in “watching a soccer match” than in being briefed 
by experts on foreign policy matters.37 

32 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBIRPVUkWBA 
33 John Bolton from min 9:30 of of eDailyBeast: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIDU4N4akwM 
34 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBIRPVUkWBA 
35 Cfr. https://archive.is/UwoPV = https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2025/10/trump-retribution-
public-servants/683914/ 
36 https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/30/us/politics/trump-modi-india.html = https://archive.is/0z7ni 
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/01/business/india-china-trump-tariffs.html = https://archive.is/vuT2p 
37 From min 2:17 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIDU4N4akwM John Bolton 
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Will Europe fall down with the US? 

Eight Months into his second term as President, Trump continues to echo Russian 
Propaganda,38 for example, when calling in to the “Fox and Friends” TV show, he claims that 
that the reason for Russia's invasion of Ukraine was its fear of having yet another NATO country 
on its border. 

Yet neighboring NATO countries have never posed an immediate, credible military threat that 
should be accepted as an excuse for Russia’s illegal war of aggression and its associated war 
crimes. For decades, Russia has been neighboring NATO Baltic countries, which have never 
shown any military hostility, nor is any of them big enough to pose a serious threat. On the 
contrary, Russia's new imperialism stems from Putin’s expansionist, imperial goal of 
reestablishing the former Soviet Union's sphere of influence.39 

It is generally assumed that Putin is more likely to invade other countries, as well, if he thinks it 
would be easy,40 just as he assumed (correctly) when he annexed Crimea in 2014 and 
(incorrectly) launched Russia’s war of aggression into Ukraine in 2022. 

Notwithstanding this, Donald Trump has revealed his Russia-tolerant tendencies when he stated: 

"They [Ukraine] asked with the United States, they said, put us into NATO. And 
everybody knew you could, you just can't do that. They [Russia] would never have agreed 
to it. This is before Putin. This is long before Putin. This was a.... it was just a no-no. It 
was something that was never going to happen. So they asked for it and they shouldn't 
have asked for it because it was, you know, very insulting. Now, they could have asked 
for many other things. But the other thing they wanted to do is is getting Crimea back. 
And, you know, that was given."41 

"I mean, if you were Russia, who would want to have your enemy, your opponent sitting 
on your line? You don't do that. So it was always thought that Ukraine was sort of a 

38 Cfr. https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/trump-foreign-policy-fantasy-ended-at-alaska-summit-by-
timothy-snyder-2025-08 = https://archive.is/o2efo; 
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/trump-parrots-russian-talking-points-zelensky-meeting-
1235411130/ = https://archive.is/8YSJW 
39 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_imperialism#Contemporary_Russian_imperialism 
US-based ISW Institute for the Study of War: https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/weakness-lethal-why-
putin-invaded-ukraine-and-how-war-must-end = https://archive.is/Dfsfq 
40 Cfr. https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-has-plans-test-natos-resolve-german-intelligence-chief-warns-2025-06-
09/ = https://archive.is/KeQIQ - cited passage appears at Min 14:21 of the interview in German: 
https://shows.acast.com/tabletoday/episodes/round-table-mit-bruno-kahl 
https://archive.is/D55jT = https://www.spiegel.de/ausland/carlo-masala-welche-szenarien-drohen-jetzt-in-europa-a-
2b02ef5a-da80-4b5b-a800-8545c652614e 
Masala Carlo, Wenn Russland Gewinnt: Ein Szenario ISBN: 9783406824494, p. 90 
41 min 7:58 of live-tv phone call between Trump and "Fox and Friends" on Fox News, Tue, 19.8.2025 published 
early on the morning. https://www.foxnews.com/video/6377075188112 
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buffer between Russia and the rest of Europe. And it was a big, wide buffer. Everything 
worked out well until [President] Biden got involved." 42 

The 47th president of the United States, Donald Trump is therefore openly accepting Russia's 
claim to have Ukraine in its imperial sphere of influence, and giving a green light to Putin to 
continue his pursuit by the means of terrorizing civilians with indiscriminate bombardments.43 In 
the years to come, if Putin asserts his imperialist claims to Eastern Europe more violently, would 
Donald Trump continue to side with him? 

"He would ask questions, but, mostly, he likes to talk. There were some of the 
intelligence briefings where he talked more than the intelligence briefer. And, I was 
reminded [that] Lyndon Johnson once said 'I found that when I'm talking, I don't learn 
very much' but that was not an inhibition for Trump."44 

Will Europe attain strategic independence soon enough in order to counter the renewed Russian 
Imperialism that appears determined to fill the power vacuum left by the US? 
Even if Europe succeeds in attaining a position of equal strength, it is imperative that it also 
eventually negotiates global mutual disarmament, which will also help combat climate change 
If we succeed in attaining a position of equal strength, it is nevertheless imperative that we 
negotiate worldwide mutual disarmament at last, which will also help combat climate change. 
The worldwide folly of grandpas with nukes, at the expense of life on earth for the future 
generations, must be stopped. 

42 min 14:33 of live-tv phone call between Trump and "Fox and Friends" on Fox News, Tue, 19.8.2025 roughly 6:00 
am US time. https://www.foxnews.com/video/6377075188112 
43 which constitutes illegal war crimes as well as does the bombarding civilian infrastructure in this war of aggression 
that Russia has ignited in 2014 and 2022. 
44 John Bolton from min 3:38 of eDailyBeast: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIDU4N4akwM 
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